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UNCLAS STATE 116346 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, IT 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO CONGRESS RE ITALIAN 
EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MAY 1 1 PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO 
CONGRESS REQUESTING SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF 25 MILLION 
DOLLARS IN DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR ITALY. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 

ON MAY 6, AN EARTHQUAKE OF GREAT DESTRUCTIVENESS HIT THE 
NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF ITALY. THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
CURRENTLY ESTIMATES THAT THIS DISASTER HAS LEFT OVER 800 
PERSONS DEAD. MORE THAN 2,300 INJURED, AND FROM 40,000 TO 
60,000 PEOPLE HOMELESS. 

IN THE MESSAGE I SENT TO PRESIDENT LEONE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW- 
ING THE NEWS OF THE EARTHQUAKE, I EXPRESSED OUR SYMPATHY 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING AND INDICATED THAT THE UNITED 
STATES STANDS READY TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE. INITIAL U.S. AID, 
UNDER U.S. AMBASSADOR JOHN VOLPE'S DIRECTION, HAS BEEN 
SPEEDY AND HAS INCLUDED: 

- EMERGENCY SHELTERS, MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND FOODSTUFFS 
PROVIDED THROUGH THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

- TRANSPORTATION AND MEDICAL FACILITIES, INCLUDING 
MEDICAL EVACUATION HELICOPTERS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE. 

- RECONSTRUCTION AND HEAVY EARTH MOVING EQUIPMENT FROM 
THREE OF OUR BASES IN ITALY. 
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- DISASTER RELIEF SPECIALISTS TO ASSIST ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORITIES IN PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTING RELIEF PROGRAMS. 

WHILE THIS INITIAL ASSISTANCE HAS BEEN HELPFUL MORE AID IS 
NEEDED TO HELP THE SURVIVORS TO REBUILD THEIR LIVES AND TO 
HELP THE ITALIAN NATION RECOVER FROM THIS TRAGEDY. 
ACCORDINGLY. I HAVE ASKED THE CONGRESS TO PROVIDE 25 MILLION 
DOLLARS IN DISASTER RELIEF AS PART OF THE SECOND SUPPLEMENT- 
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AL APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR FY 1976. 

AT THE SAME TIME, AT MY REQUEST, VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER 
WILL VISIT ITALY THIS WEEK TO RECEIVE A FIRSTHAND REPORT ON 
THE IMPACT OF THE EARTHQUAKE AND ON THE WAYS IN WHICH THE 
UNITED STATES CAN BEST BE OF ASSISTANCE. HE WILL BE ACCOM- 
PANIED BY MY SPECIAL COORDINATOR FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DISASTER ASSISTANCE - AID ADMINISTRATOR DANIEL PARKER - 
WHO HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO REVIEW THE SITUATION IN THE 
FULLEST POSSIBLE DETAIL. BASED ON THE FIRSTHAND ASSESSMENT 
RESULTING FROM THIS MISSION, I WILL IMMEDIATELY INFORM THE 
CONGRESS SHOULD THERE BE FURTHER STEPS REQUIRED TO PERMIT 
THE UNITED STATES TO ASSIST AS FULLY AND EFFECTIVELY AS 
POSSIBLE. 

IN THE US-ITALIAN JOINT STATEMENT OF 1974, PRESIDENT LEONE 
AND I TOOK NOTE OF THE EXTRAORDINARILY BROAD HUMAN TIES 
BETWEEN ITALY AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. AND THE 
SHARED VALUES AND GOALS WHICH BIND TOGETHER THE ITALIAN AND 
AMERICAN PEOPLES. NOW, AT A TIME WHEN NATURAL DISASTER 
HAS BROUGHT SUCH GREAT TRAGEDY TO THE PEOPLE OF ITALY. 
AMERICANS EVERYWHERE ARE MOVED TO RESPOND QUICKLY AND IN 
THE SPIRIT OF PROFOUND FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES. 

THE REQUEST I HAVE SENT TO THE CONGRESS FOR 25 MILLION 
DOLLARS IN DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE WILL ENABLE US 
IMMEDIATELY TO TRANSLATE OUR CONCERN INTO ACTION TO HELP 
ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERING IN ITALY. GERALD R. FORD. END 
TEXT. KISSINGER 
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